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"Coming Home"
a New Ministry at Notre Dame

NOTRE DAME

Builds 'Upon Meaning and Mission
- by William C.Schmitt
The first phase of development has
been completed and has stirred much
enthusiasm among a new clientele.
From a meditation garden between
two walk-through mausolea, visitors
can gaze across the campus to the
statue of Mary atop the school's famed
Golden Dome.

Left to right, Lou Bortolin (Milne), Thomas Gordon arnith (Architect),
Revumd Peter Rocca, C.S.C.(Notre Dame) and Rmerend Richard Warner, C.S.C.
(Notre Dame) celebrate together after the Dedication.

Change is a constant at Notre Dame,
with buildings and roads always under
construction, new ideas emerging in
the minds of faculty and students,
rising and falling destinies of football
teams, and a steady influx of returning
alumni and wide-eyed visitors.
But for many years, the quiet, stately
piece of land at the gateway on
Notre Dame Avenue was perhaps
the least-changed and most-bypassed
section of the sprawling campus.
This is Cedar Grove Cemetery, which
Reverend Edward Sorin, C.S.C.,
a member of the French-based
Congregation of Holy Cross, established in 1843, one year after he and
his fellow Holy Cross religious founded the University of Notre Dame.
A wave of change and excitement has
come to Cedar Grove during the past
five years as the University pursued a
new vision for its cemetery as part of
an initiative called "Coming Home."
A diverse team of experts was assembled from on and off campus, representing expertise in architecture,
landscaping, cemetery management,
theology, university administration,
and more. Notre Dame alumni were
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invited to purchase space for aboveground interment in a new mausoleum
complex. The complex opened in
July, 2007, and the expert team gathered at the site for a blessing and dedication ceremony on July 30.
The "Coming Home" initiative provides a ministry to the extended
"Notre Dame family," but the group
at the dedication had developed its
own sense of family from the closeness
of their collaborations, says David
Harr, assistant vice president for auxiliary services in Notre Dame's Office
of Business Operations. "Everybody
left there feeling like they were part
of the legacy." Harr, who managed the
project for the University, had encouraged a sense of trust and synergy by
committing to his own "immersion
process" by learning about cemetery
management and construction, attending Catholic Cemetery Conference
meetings, and always trying to "connect everything back to Notre Dame,
a master plan, and our mission."
Cedar Grove's 22 acres of in-ground
burial plots, reserved since 1977 as an
employee benefit for the University's
faculty and staff, now offer aboveground interment opportunities.

This new mausoleum complex, named
Our Lady of Sorrows at Cedar Grove
Cemetery, after the patroness of the
Congregation of Holy Cross, offers
above-ground interment for 1,440
individuals in full-body crypts and
niches for cremated remains.
"With space being quite limited for
in-ground burials at Cedar Grove,
the construction of mausolea for both
full-body burials and especially interment of cremated remains has provided the University the ability to respond
in a positive way to this pastoral need
and the desire of her many alumni,"
says Reverend Peter Rocca, C.S.C.,
the rector of the Basilica.
The mausolea have made it possible
for Notre Dame, for the first time, to
offer a final resting place on campus to
its alumni and their families, many of
whom revisit their alma mater numerous times during their lives. The
"Coming Home" initiative also offers
interment to qualifying members of the
900-family parish that is based on
campus, worshiping in the Crypt of
the Basilica of the Sacred Heart.
In the first four months of the initiative, one-quarter of the available
spaces were purchased. Between the
opening in July and the end of
October, twenty interments have
taken place, five as full-body and
fifteen as cremated remains.
For the Holy Cross priests who
operate the parish and oversee a

